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Lanzerath Ridge

Introduction
“The un inching courage, discipline, and devotion to duty displayed by
this small unit in the face of overwhelming odds demonstrates and is in
keeping with the highest traditions of the military service.”
— Lyle Bouck,
Hearing before the Committee on Armed Services,
House of Representatives
The Battle of Lanzerath Ridge was fought on
December 16, 1944, the rst day of the Battle of the
Bulge, near the village of Lanzerath, Belgium.
Lanzerath is on a north-south route and crosses an
east-west route towards Büllingen, which served as
the main axis for the German advance on the
northern shoulder of the operation. The north-south
route also crosses an east-west rail line that was key
for both offensive and defensive moves. It served as a
transportation route in both the First and Second
World Wars.

The American force that defended Lanzerath
consisted of 18 men from an intelligence and
reconnaissance (I&R) platoon as well as 4 forward
artillery observers. During a day-long confrontation,
the Americans defended Lanzerath from about 500
German paratroopers and fusiliers. The Americans
in icted dozens of casualties and delayed the
advance of Kampfgruppe Peiper, the spearhead of
the German 1st SS Panzer Division. Every member
of the defense was recognized for their valor, and the
intelligence and reconnaissance platoon became the
most decorated American unit of its size during
World War II.

Memorial to the 394th Regimental I&R Platoon of
the 99th Infantry Division at Lanzerath, Belgium.
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Battle of the Bulge
The Battle of the Bulge, also known as the Ardennes
Counteroffensive and as Unternehmen Wacht am Rhein
(“Operation Watch on the Rhine”), was a major
German offensive campaign on the Western Front
during World War II. It was launched on 16
December 1944 and lasted until 25 January 1945.
The offensive’s objective was to capture the key
Belgian port of Antwerp and to split the Allied lines,
allowing the Germans to encircle and destroy four
Allied armies. Hitler believed this would force the
Allies to negotiate a peace treaty.

“I have just made a momentous
decision. I shall go over to the
counter-attack, that is to say
here, out of the Ardennes, with
the objective — Antwerp.”
— Adolf Hitler,
16 September 1944

The Germans achieved a total surprise attack on the
morning of 16 December 1944. The Germans
attacked a weakly defended section of the Allied line,
taking advantage of heavily overcast weather
conditions that grounded the Allies’ overwhelmingly
superior air forces. Fierce resistance on the northern
shoulder of the offensive, around Elsenborn Ridge,
and in the south, around Bastogne, blocked German
access to key roads to the northwest and west that
they counted on for success. Columns of armor and
infantry that were supposed to advance along parallel
routes found themselves on the same roads. This, and
terrain that favored the defenders, threw the German
advance behind schedule and allowed the Allies to
reinforce the thinly placed troops. Improved weather
conditions began around 24 December, which
permitted air attacks on German forces and supply
lines and sealed the failure of the offensive. Although
the offensive was effectively broken by 27 December,
the battle continued for another month before the
front line was restored to its position prior to the
attack.
Adolf Hitler
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Western Front, 15 December
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First Army Zone, 15 December

Lanzerath
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99th Infantry Division
The 99th Infantry Division was established in 1918
in response to World War I, but never entered the
war. It was demobilized in early 1919, and then
reconstituted in June 1921 for the Organized
Reserve. It was ordered into active military service in
November 1942, and was in training until October
1944, when it moved to England. The 99th moved to
Le Havre, France on 3 November and proceeded to
Aubel, Belgium, to prepare to enter the front lines.

“The action of the 2nd and 99th
Divisions on the northern
shoulder could be considered
the most decisive of the
Ardennes campaign.”
— John S.D. Eisenhower

The inexperienced troops of the division were
positioned along the West Wall later in November. Its
three regiments were deployed on line, stretching
from Monschau in the north to Losheimergraben in
the south, a 20-mile front. The length of the front
greatly overextended the division, forcing most of its
combat power forward and leaving only a small
reserve.
On 8 December, the division began preparations for
its rst large-scale operation — repairing roads and
laying telephone wire to support an attack on the
Roer River Dams. The 2nd Infantry Division had
the task of seizing the dams, and was supported by
the 99th’s 395th Infantry Regiment (which was
reinforced with support assets to make it a regimental
combat team). The 99th’s artillery was also deployed
to support the operation. The attacks on the dams
began on 13 December and continued through 16
December, when the Germans launched Wacht am
Rhein.

99th Infantry Division shoulder sleeve insignia
Although the 99th was known as the Checkerboard Division, which
referred to its shoulder patch, they eventually came to be known
as the “Battle Babies.”The name was given to them by their own
commander in his book on their exploits.The name referred to
their inexperience when they came face-to-face with the 6th
Panzer Army on the rst day of the Battle of the Bulge.

Although divided and surrounded in part, the 99th
was one of the only divisions that did not yield to the
German attack, and held its position until
reinforcements arrived. The lines were then moved
back to form defensive positions east of Elsenborn
Ridge on 19 December. This was the only sector of
the American front line attacked during the Battle of
the Bulge where the Germans failed to advance. The
stiff American defense prevented the Germans from
reaching the vast array of supplies near the Belgian
cities of Liège and Spa and the road network west of
the Elsenborn Ridge leading to the Meuse River.
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393rd and 394th Infantry Regiments, 15 December
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Lanzerath
The 394th Infantry Regiment’s sector marked the
right ank seam for both the 99th Infantry Division
and the entire V Corps. The 3.5 mile regimental
front ran along an international highway, stretching
from just west of Udenbreth (which was still
controlled by the Germans) to Losheimergraben. On
the right, a two-mile gap existed between the
regiment and the forward locations of the 14th
Cavalry Group (organized as Task Force X), which
was part of VIII Corps.

The northern extent of the 14th Cavalry Group’s
sector was held by about 160 men with 10 towed 3inch antitank guns of A Company of the 820th Tank
Destroyer Battalion, split between Lanzerath,
Merlscheid, and Berterath. Their duty was to repulse
small raiding parties or patrols. In the unlikely event
of a major attack, they were to give warning and
resist to the limit of their ability without impairing
the integrity of their force.
On 10 December the 2nd Platoon of A Company,
with four 3-inch guns, exchanged their positions on a
gun-for-gun basis with a like departing force from the
612th Tank Destroyer Battalion in Lanzerath. They
were reinforced by the 2nd Reconnaissance Platoon
of the 820th Tank Destroyer Battalion, which
consisted of about twenty men mounted in an
armored half-track and two jeeps.

To patrol this gap, the 394th Regimental I&R
platoon established an outpost on the high ground on
the northwest edge of Lanzerath, Belgium. From its
vantage point, the platoon had excellent visibility to
Losheim to the east, and it could observe the road
leading into the village from the international
highway.
Historically, Lanzerath had complicated, alternating
ties to both Germany and Belgium, but after World
War I and the Treaty of Versailles, it became part of
Belgium. The town consisted of about 20 small,
stone houses, and a church. The real signi cance of
the hamlet lay in its one, solitary road. This northsouth road led to Losheimergraben to the north and
Honsfeld to the west. Any force that commanded this
road could out ank the vital crossroads to the north
and open a rapid avenue to the west. The road was
well-packed and could support armored vehicles.

Because of visibility offered by Lanzerath’s elevation,
it was used as an observation post by forward
observer sections from both the 275th Armored Field
Artillery Battalion (attached to the 106th Infantry
Division) and the 99th Infantry Division’s 371st Field
Artillery Battalion.
And so, on the morning of 16 December when
German forces launched their attack on Lanzerath,
units from two different infantry divisions and a
cavalry group were all deployed in Lanzerath,
occupying the seam between V and VIII Corps.

US Forces in Lanzerath, 16 December
VIII Corps
• 2nd Platoon, A Company, 820th Tank Destroyer Battalion, 14th Cavalry Group
• 2nd Reconnaissance Platoon, 820th Tank Destroyer Battalion, 14th Cavalry Group
• Forward Observer Section, 275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, 106th Infantry Division
V Corps
• Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, 394th Infantry Regiment, 99th Infantry Division
• Forward Observer Section, C Battery, 371st Field Artillery Battalion, 99th Infantry Division
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Lanzerath, 16 December
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The Adversary
The 3rd Fallschirmjäger (Paratrooper) Division’s
formation began at Reims in France in October
1943. In March 1944 it was reinforced by soldiers
from the veteran 3rd Battalion, 1st Parachute
Regiment.

When Unternehmen Wacht am Rhein was launched on
the morning of 16 December, only two of the
division’s Fallschirmjäger regiments (the 8th and 9th)
had reached the start line east of Hallschlag. The
remainder of the division did not arrive until the
next day. The division’s principle objective was to
clear a path for Kampfgruppe Peiper on Rollbahn D
(D route). Rollbahn D, one of six routes planned for
use by the 6th Panzer Army, was the shortest route to
the Meuse and Antwerp.

Although the unit was to be motorized, by June 1944
it still had less than 40% of its authorized motor
transport, even after seizing vehicles from French
civilians. This limited mobility impacted the division
as it was rushed from Brittany to Normandy in
response to the Allies’ D-Day invasion. Despite its
lack of organic motor transport, the division was
fully manned with an approximate strength of
16,000 soldiers.

The division’s 9th Fallschirmjäger Regiment was
tasked with moving via Berterath-LanzerathHonsfeld- Hepscheid toward Schoppen. The combat
strength of the 9th Fallschirmjäger Regiment had
been considerably diminished by recent ghting with
American forces on the northeastern fringes of the
Hürtgenwald, and its soldiers were exhausted after
forced night marches. On 14 December — just two
days prior to the launch of the Ardennes
Counteroffensive — the division was assessed to be
incapable of offensive action for at least a few days.
When the 9th Fallschirmjäger Regiment began its
march along Rollbahn D on the morning of 16
December, serving as the vanguard for Kampfgruppe
Peiper, it was undermanned, inexperienced, and
exhausted.

In Normandy, the division participated in the Battle
of Saint-Lô, and incurred heavy losses during the
Allies’ breakout. By mid-July the division had
suffered 65% casualties and the loss of most of its
heavy equipment. In August it was nearly destroyed
by mass aerial bombing in the area of Falaise.
The division’s remnants eventually retreated to the
Netherlands, where it was reconstituted with soldiers
from the 22nd, 51st, 53rd Luftwaffe Field Regiments
which had limited — if any — combat experience.

3rd Fallschirmjäger Division
• HQ Staff
• 3rd Anti-tank Artillery Battalion
• 3rd Flak Battalion
• 3rd Engineer Battalion
• 3rd Signal Battalion
• 519th Heavy Panzerjäger Battalion
(attached from 9th SS Panzer Division)
• 5th Fallschirmjäger Regiment
• 8th Fallschirmjäger Regiment
• 9th Fallschirmjäger Regiment
• 3rd Artillery Regiment

3rd Fallschirmjäger Division Unit Insignia
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The Battle
PRELUDE

“Lanzerath is outside of our division
boundary, regimental and corps
boundary. But we need someone to
occupy it temporarily.”
— Maj. Robert Kriz

On 10 December the 394th Regimental I&R Platoon
was ordered to Lanzerath, Belgium to plug the gap
between the 99th Division and Task Force X. Beyond
Lanzerath were roads that would allow an attacking
force to quickly ank the thinly deployed 99th
Division.
The I&R platoon took over a position on a ridge top
immediately northwest of Lanzerath that was
formerly occupied by part of the 2nd Infantry
Division. The I&R platoon was ordered to improve
their foxholes and maintain contact with elements of
Task Force X that were in the village. The Task Force
X deployment consisted of a tank destroyer platoon
and a recon platoon from the 820th Tank Destroyer
Battalion.

Their hilltop location was just inside the edge of a
forest and overlooked a pasture bisected by a barbed
wire fence parallel to their location. Their foxholes
were situated in a shallow curve along the ridge line
in a northeast direction, almost to a fork in the road
at their left ank. Snow fell, covering their dug-in
forti cations inside the woods, leaving them virtually
invisible from the bottom of the ridge.
The unit’s platoon sergeant, Bill Slape, and primary
radio operator, James Fort, setup telephone and radio
communications with the elements of Task Force X
in Lanzerath, the 1st Battalion in Losheimergraben,
and the 394th Infantry Regiment Headquarters in
Hünningen.

Lieutenant Lyle Bouck, commander of the I&R
platoon, ordered his men to build forti cations with
interlocking elds of re. Taking advantage of the
foxholes left by the previous unit, they dug them
deeper so that they could stand in them and re from
the concealed edges, and they covered each hole with
pine logs. They placed 125 fragmentation grenades
along the position’s perimeter to act as booby traps.

Modern-day view from the barbed wire fence looking west towards the I&R platoon’s position in the forest edge.
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The Battle

Source: Carlos Fernandez’s hand-drawn map of the platoon’s ghting positions, prepared in 1981.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Redmond and Kalil.
Robinson, Silvola, and McGehee, with bazooka and BAR.
Slape and Milosevich, with .30 caliber machine gun (M1919).
Bouck and James; Bouck moved at various times to 4, 7, and 13. He was with James
in 13 when they were surrounded.
Fansher; moved at various times to 5 and 12.
Baasch and Fort; Fort moved at various times to 6, 11, and 13.
Creger and Adams.
Dustman and McConnell.
Jenkins and Preston.
Jeep with mounted .50 caliber machine gun (M2). Slape and James operated the
machine gun at various times during the attacks.
Radio jeep.
Log cabin.
Entrenchment adjacent to the cabin.
Slape and Creger’s observation post in Lanzerath.
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Battle of Lanzerath Ridge, 16 December
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Americans

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Germans

6. Route taken by the 9th Fallschirmjäger Regiment.
7. Direction of German attacks on the I&R platoon and forward observer team.
8. Flanking positions of nal German attack.

Landmarks

Source: US Army History Institute

Position of the I&R platoon and forward observer team.
House used for observation by the forward observer team.
Scholzen house used by the I&R platoon as an observation post.
Location where McGehee, Robinson, and Silvola were cut-off.
Buildings occupied by the tank destroyer platoon.

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

House where Tina pointed towards the direction of the tank destroyer platoon’s departure.
Café Palm.
Adolph Schur house.
Café Scholzen.
Schugen house.
Road used by Kampfgruppe Peiper to Buchholz, Honsfeld and Büllingen.
Road to Losheimergraben.
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Source: National Collection of Aerial Photography.
Sortie series US31/4166. Lanuerath; Prov. Liège; Belgium. 16 February 1945.
31st Photo Reconnaissance Squadron (USAAF). Allied Central Interpretation Unit.
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The Battle
“The artillery was relentless and
frightening, but not devastating. Much
landed short, wide and long of our
position, and mostly tree bursts. At any
rate, our well-protected cover
prevented casualties.”
— Lyle Bouck

ARTILLERY BARRAGE
At 0530 on 16 December, the Germans launched a
90-minute artillery barrage using 1,600 artillery
pieces across an 80-mile front as it initiated
Unternehmen Wacht am Rhein. The I&R platoon’s rst
impression was that this was the anticipated
counterstrike resulting from the 2nd Infantry
Division’s recent attack towards the Roer River
Dams.

German infantry began advancing before the
artillery barrage lifted, preparing to cross the front
line as soon as it ended. They marched under the
glow of massive searchlights, bouncing light off the
clouds. The 9th Fallschirmjäger Regiment’s 1st and
2nd Battalions set off at 0600 and soon crossed into
Belgium. The 1st Battalion attacked the hamlet of
Hergersberg, while the 2nd Battalion fought through
Hüllscheid and Merlscheid. Both battalions
progressed quickly and then converged on the road
leading to Lanzerath.

Lieutenant Bouck tried to call the 394th Infantry
Regiment’s 1st Battalion, but the telephone lines had
been cut during the artillery barrage. Instead, he
radioed the regiment’s headquarters. Bouck was
informed that the 99th Infantry Division had
received artillery re across its entire front. Bouck
asked for permission to withdraw, but was told “stay
right there until we give you orders to do something
different.”

Routes likely used by the 9th Fallschirmjäger Regiment’s 1st and 2nd Battalions as they approached Lanzerath.
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The Battle
ALONE

“The area in front of our observation
post was blackened by a concentration
of artillery shells that had fallen short
by about fty yards. The concentrated
pattern made it clear that the enemy
knew that the house was used as an
observation post.”
— Warren Springer

At about 0830, as the sun was rising, the I&R
platoon heard explosions and gun re around
Losheimergraben to the north and Buchholz Station
to the northwest where the 1st and 3rd Battalions of
the 394th Infantry Regiment were located.
Not long after, the elements of Task Force X
deployed in Lanzerath were ordered to nearby
Manderfeld to provide defense for its company
command post, which was coming under re from
the 8th Fallschirmjäger Regiment. With the
departure of the Task Force X elements, Lanzerath
was defended only by the I&R platoon and a forward
observer section.

The Myth of Abandonment
Accounts of the defense of Lanzerath often
portray the elements of Task Force X as having
abandoned the I&R platoon. In his book “Battle
of the Bulge (1): St Vith and the North Shoulder”
Steven Zaloga wrote “the platoon evacuated the
village when it saw the German paratroopers
marching down the road towards the town.”
Zaloga was referring to the 2nd Platoon, A
Company, 820th Tank Destroyer Battalion, and
paints a picture of them eeing from battle.

THE FORWARD OBSERVERS
The four man forward observer section from Battery
C, 371st Field Artillery consisted of Lieutenant
Warren Springer, Sergeant Peter Gacki, Technician
Willard Wibben, and Technician Billy Queen. As the
Task Force X element was withdrawing, they warned
Lieutenant Springer that a large force was advancing
towards Lanzerath. Springer called for artillery
support, targeting 200 meters south of the town. But
no support was coming, as Battery C reported being
under re. Lieutenant Springer knew his section was
vulnerable, but he also needed to maintain an
observation post. He ordered his men to withdraw
and join the I&R platoon in its position on the ridge
northwest of the village. When the forward observers
arrived at the I&R platoon’s position, Bouck directed
Springer, Gacki, and Wibben to one of the dugouts
and had Queen join two of Bouck’s other men.

The truth is that 2nd Platoon, A Company (along
with the 2nd Reconnaissance Platoon, 820th
Tank Destroyer Battalion) was ordered to
Manderfeld to protect the company’s command
post from tank attack. The platoons arrived in
Manderfeld at 0940. The company held
Manderfeld until 1545, when it withdrew to
Herresbach with 2nd Platoon providing cover for
the withdrawal.
Although the members of the I&R platoon
understandably felt abandoned when the
elements of Task Force X left Lanzerath on the
morning of 16 December, the tank destroyer
platoon and recon platoon went on to ght
valiantly in the defense at Manderfeld.
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The Battle
THE OBSERVATION POST

“I called regiment and told them, ‘the
TDs are pulling out, what should we
do?’ The answer was loud and clear:
‘Hold at all costs!’”
— Lyle Bouck

When the Task Force X element departed
Lanzerath, Lieutenant Bouck called regiment
headquarters and reported that the two platoons
from the 820th Tank Destroyer Battalion had left the
village. Bouck also reported hearing expositions and
gun re near Losheimergraben, and then he asked for
orders. Major Robert Kriz, the regiment’s
intelligence of cer, con rmed that the 1st Battalion
in Losheimergraben was being hit hard and ordered
Bouck to set up and observation post in Lanzerath so
that the I&R platoon had better visibility to the
south.

At the observation post, Slape and Creger watched
as a forward element of the 9th Fallschirmjäger
Regiment’s 1st and 2nd Battalions advanced into
Lanzerath. The men called Bouck and told him that
the Germans had entered the village. Bouck ordered
Slape and Creger to return to the I&R platoon, but
he also sent Corporal Aubrey P. McGehee, PFC
Jordan Robinson, and Private James Silvola to assist
the men.

Bouck led Platoon Sergeant Bill Slape, Private First
Class (PFC) William James*, and Private James
Creger to Lanzerath and found a house that had
been abandoned by the tank destroyer unit. Slape
and Creger moved to the second oor to establish an
observation post. Not long after establishing the post,
they spotted soldiers from the 9th Fallschirmjäger
Regiment approaching the village. Bouck ordered
Slape and Creger to remain at the observation post
as long as possible and relay information. Bouck and
James left the house, running communications wire
back to the I&R platoon.

Before Slape and Creger could escape, Germans
entered the house the men were using as their
observation post. Slape and Creger hid while the
Germans searched the house, and then they exited
through the back door and ducked into a nearby
barn. They ed from the barn and ran across a eld,
discovering just over halfway across that it was a
mine eld. They moved from the eld into woods and
then back through another eld. As they crossed the
second eld they were red on by Germans. They
escaped into more woods and made their way
towards Lanzerath’s main road. As they approach
the wood’s edge, they spotted a small patrol of
German soldiers and killed them. Their nal
obstacle was to cross the road and make their way
back up the ridge to the I&R platoon.

As soon as Bouck and James reached the I&R
platoon’s position, Bouck again radioed regiment
headquarters. Bouck reported that at least a battalion
of German paratroopers were entering Lanzerath.
He asked for artillery support, but none was
available. The I&R platoon was operating outside of
V Corps boundaries, and the 99th Infantry Division’s
artillery was already supporting units along the
division’s perimeter. Bouck requested permission to
withdraw and engage in a delaying action. The
lieutenant’s request was denied and we was told
“Hold at all costs.”

*William James was born William Tsakanikas. He changed his name after the war. James is used in this text.
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The Battle
MCGEHEE, ROBINSON, AND SILVOLA
As Slape and Creger made their way back to the
platoon, Bouck sent McGehee, Robinson, and
Silvola to help the men. Bouck told the men to “cross
the road, creep along the ditch, get close to the
second house on the left, open re, and see if they
could release Slape and Creger.”

6

5

3

After crossing the road, McGehee, Robinson, and
Silvola neared the village but found their path
blocked by Germans who threatened to ank them.
The men tried to backtrack and rejoin the platoon,
but that route too had become blocked. With no
other choice, they decided to head north towards
Losheimergraben and the 1st Battalion, where they
hoped to nd reinforcements.

4
2

9

1

8

Losheimergraben was about a two mile walk to the
northeast, along the road connecting the two towns.
About halfway to Losheimergraben, the men
reached a 20 meter deep east-west railroad cut with
the rail line leading from Losheim to Buchholz
Station. The men were forced down into the cut
because the bridging spanning it had been blown by
the Germans during their retreat weeks earlier.

7

As they made their way across the cut they were
surprised by a platoon-sized element from the 1st
Battalion, 27th Fusilier Regiment. The Germans
were traveling down the railroad tracks in an attempt
to ank the 1st Battalion, 394th Infantry Regiment in
Losheimergraben. With no other option, MeGehee,
Robinson, and Silvola engaged the fusiliers. After a
brief re ght, Robinson and McGehee were injured
and all three were captured.

Source: National Collection of Aerial Photography.
Sortie series US31/4166. Lanzerath; Prov. Liège; Belgium. 16 February 1945.
31st Photo Reconnaissance Squadron (USAAF). Allied Central Interpretation Unit.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

I&R platoon and forward observer team.
McGegee, Robinson, and Silvola’s position.
Route taken by McGegee, Robinson, and Silvola.
McGegee, Robinson, and Silvola are cutoff.
Route towards Losheimergraben.
Railroad Cut.
Observation Post.
Route taken by Slape and Creger.
Slape and Creger encounter Bouck and Milosevich.
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The Battle
THE BATTLE BEGINS
Bouck grew more worried about the status of Slape,
Creger, McGehee, Robinson, and Silvola. The
lieutenant and PFC Risto Milosevich snuck out the
rear of the platoon’s position and crossed the road to
Buchholz to look for the others. After entering the
woods across the road, they found Slape and Creger.
As Slape and Creger ran across the road to
Losheimergraben to join Bouck, the heel from one of
Slape’s boots was shot off by weapons re. Slape fell
to the ground, breaking a rib and cracking his
sternum. The four men then made their way back
across the road to Buchholz and to the rear of the
platoon.

The Young Girl
Some accounts of the young girl who spoke with
the German of cers suggest that she gave away
the position of the I&R platoon. This is how the
encounter was presented in early accounts (as in
Cavanagh’s “Dauntless: A History of the 99th
Infantry Division” and Eisenhower’s “The Bitter
Woods”) as well as more recent accounts (as in
Alex Kershaw’s popular “The Longest Winter”).
However, in 2006, author Hans Wijers met the
woman whose name is Tina Scholzen, now age
92. Tina explained what actually happened: she
told the Germans that the Task Force X element
had departed Lanzerath via the road to Buchholz
and pointed towards the road — the same
direction where the I&R platoon was located.
This story has been validated by Marcel Vaessen,
who lives in Lanzerath and knows Tina
personally. In 2005 Tina provided the grounds on
which the Memorial to the I&R platoon was
erected.

The men of the I&R platoon and the artillery section
watched as forward elements of the Fallschirmjäger
Regiment’s 1st and 2nd Battalions moved through
Lanzerath, passing in front of their position. A threeman command group paused in the middle of the
road, consulting a map. The German of cers talked
and pointed to the north. As the men of the I&R
platoon trained their weapons on the Germans,
James saw a young girl come out of a nearby house,
talk to the German of cers, and point towards the
general direction of the platoon. The I&R platoon
thought the girl had given away their position, and
they began ring on the German paratroopers (some
accounts claim the Americans waited for the girl to
go back inside before ring on the Germans). The
Germans ran for cover and returned re.

A German Perspective: Rudi Frühbeisser*
Rudi Frühbeisser, a soldier in the 9th Fallschirmjäger Regiment, lived through the battle and provided an
account of the rst moments, when the I&R platoon red on the Germans: “A loud single explosion. Captain
Schiffke has been hit in his arm. A Stabsfeldwebel medic quickly bandages his chief. He got a grazing wound
on the upper arm. Now the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Companies have run into opposition. Weapons specialist
Federowski is hit. And Willi Kölker also is wounded by a round in the upper thigh. Bradel from Vienna is
killed. The 2nd Battalion also has got engaged in combat. There the commander of the 6th Company,
Hauptmann Theetz, falls. A machine-gun crew consisting of Hoffmann, Ollermann, and Jähring all are
mortally hit by headshots while lying at their gun. Platoon commander Otto Pleie, a veteran of Normandy,
takes a round in the shoulder. Within the 4th Company of Oberleutnant Grau, platoon commander Ilk and
Weishäupel are hit. The tank killer squad leader, Klein, and Noak both fall with head shots.”
*Rudi Frühbeisser is a controversial gure. His book “Im Rücken der Amerikaner” is considered to be fraudulent, referencing fake
personas and documents. His text for the Battle of Lanzerath Ridge, however, does seem consistent with other historical sources.
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THE FIRST ATTACK
The Germans responded to the I&R platoon’s re by
deploying two platoons of the 2nd Company, 1st
Battalion, 9th Fallschirmjäger Regiment. At
approximately 1030 (though some accounts place the
time as early as 0930) the German platoons attacked
the Americans head-on, charging straight uphill,
directly at the platoon's hidden and forti ed
positions. The platoon was surprised by the
Germans’ poor tactics, not knowing these were
inexperienced soldiers rather than seasoned
paratroopers. Several attackers were killed trying to
climb over the four feet tall barbed wire fence that
bisected the eld, often shot at close range with a
single shot to the head.

“I waited for more artillery re to be
dropped in our area, but that didn't
happen. When our radio communication
was interrupted so abruptly, back at re
direction center they may have thought
we had been captured and would be
exposed to any re landing in our area.”
— Warren Springer

A German Perspective: Rudi Fruhbeisser
Rudi Frühbeisser’s account of the rst attack was
as follows: “The 2nd Company is carrying out a
storming attack on a small section of wood 300
meters left of the street. During the attack, platoon
commander Karl Quator and Fischer, as well as
Rench and Roth and Heube are killed. Platoon
commander P (sic) is wounded. The 1st Company
cannot proceed. The r forest is strongly mined.
Some now try to clear the mines. Our old
Oberschütze Winter, who was in Russia with
General Meindl, is slightly wounded in his arm.”

Bouck asked Springer to request artillery support.
Springer used his jeep-mounted SCR-610 radio to
call in artillery re in front of the platoon’s position.
A short while later, some rounds landed forward of
the platoon but too far to the right. Springer called in
a correction and also asked for re on the main
Lanzerath road in the vicinity of the house Springer
and his men had used for their observation post.
Additional rounds came in, but still too far to the
right. Before Springer could call in further correction
his radio was destroyed by either a mortar blast or
machine gun re. The Americans no longer had
access to artillery support.
Slape and Milosevich, positioned in one of the
northernmost dugouts with the platoon’s .30 caliber
M1919 medium machine gun, red continually, as
fast as they could reload. Slape thought the Germans
were mad to attack in such a suicidal manner,
straight across the open eld. He later recalled that it
was one of the “most beautiful elds of re” he had
ever seen.

Suddenly a shrill whistle rang through the air and the
ring stopped. The Germans withdrew down the
hill, leaving their wounded and dead behind. Private
Joseph McConnell, shot in the shoulder by a
paratrooper armed with an MP40, was the only
American casualty during the rst attack. Despite the
injury, he would ght on. As soon as the Germans
withdrew, Bouck ordered that all ammunition be
redistributed throughout the platoon. The men had
expended a lot of ammunition during the rst attack.
If the Germans attacked again, each soldier would
need his fair share.

In their dugout, two men from the artillery
observation party — Wibben and Gacki — fed M1
clips to a member of the I&R platoon. Gacki later
said, “He emptied those clips as fast as we could load
them.”
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The Battle
THE SECOND ATTACK

“Sometime in mid-afternoon, a second
attack was made and repelled, but it
left its mark on the Platoon.”
— Lyle Bouck

The Germans launched their second attack at
approximately 1100. To the Americans’ amazement,
the German paratroopers once again attacked
primarily from the front, trying to climb over the
fence and charge the defenders’ position. Although
the attackers made progress by the sheer weight of
their numbers, the I&R platoon used a combination
of well-aimed M1 ri e re and their machine guns to
keep the Germans at bay.

The .50 caliber M2 machine gun
There are con icting accounts on which
members of the I&R platoon manned the jeepmounted .50 caliber M2 machine gun during the
defense.

When the attack began, James was in a dugout, using
his M1 ri e to take carefully aimed shots at the
German attackers. But as the Germans neared the
platoon’s position, James sprinted under re to the
dug-in jeep that was equipped with a .50 caliber M2
machine gun and began to sweep the hillside. Slape
left his dugout and ran to the jeep so that he could
help James. The men took turns ring the weapon
while the other fed ammunition.

In Alex Kershaw’s “The Longest Winter,” the
most popular account of the Battle of Lanzerath
Ridge, the author claims that Milosevich manned
the machine gun. However, this is inconsistent
with other accounts, to include Milosevich’s
Distinguished Service Cross citation. Kershaw
most likely con ated James’ and Milosevich’s
actions during the defense, as Kershaw does not
reference the platoon’s .30 caliber M1919
medium machine gun in his text. In addition,
Kershaw claims the .50 caliber machine gun
overheated during the defense, but all other
accounts indicate that was the fate of the .30
caliber M1919.

While the main German force approached as part of
the frontal assault, there were limited efforts to ank
the Americans. A small group of attackers
approached Private Louis Kalil and Sergeant George
Redmond’s dugout on the platoon’s left ank. A
German paratrooper, crawling on the ground, got to
within thirty yards of Kalil and Redmond and red
his Schiessbecher ri e grenade launcher. It was a
well-aimed shot, as it entered the dugout through the
eighteen-inch slit and hit Kalil in the face. The
grenade didn’t explode, but severely injured Kalil,
breaking his jaw and driving his teeth into the roof
of his mouth. Redmond bandaged the wound and,
incredibly, Kalil joined Redmond in continuing their
defense.

Soon, the entire eld to the front of the platoon was
littered with dead or dying Germans paratroopers.
Their second attack had failed. Many of the
Germans stopped ring and ran back to the bottom
of the hill in disorder. Some stayed in the eld with
their wounded comrades to comfort them.

On the right ank, Corporal Samuel Jenkins and
PFC Robert Preston ran out of ammunition for their
M1918 Browning Automatic Ri e and started using
their M1 ri es.
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The Battle
MEDICS AND MORTARS
Following the second attack, a German medic
waving a white ag walked onto the eld from the
town below. He requested time to remove the
wounded Germans from the battle eld, and Bouck
agreed. The Americans watched as the German
medics assembled litter teams and carried the
wounded Germans into town.

The German Forward Observer
It is unclear exactly when Milosevich spotted the
German forward observer disguised as a medic
and shot him. In Stephen Rusiecki’s “The Key to
the Bulge,” Milosevich sees the forward observer
and shoots him during the third attack. The
account presented in this text is based primarily
on statements attributed to Lyle Bouck by Hans
Wijers.

During this time Bouck again had his men
redistribute ammunition. He and Slape visited the
men in the dugouts and encouraged them. Bouck
spoke to the grievously wounded Kalil, who insisted
he was well enough to ght.

This is certain: Milosevich believed that a
paratrooper disguised as a medic was in fact
serving as a forward observer for mortar attacks,
and mortars targeted the Americans’ position
either between the second and third attacks or at
the beginning of the third attack.

While the Germans were tending to their wounded,
Milosevich saw one of the medics leaning over a
soldier Milosevich thought was dead and the medic
appeared to be talking into a radio. Soon mortar re
landed near the platoon’s location. Milosevich told
Slape what he saw and killed the disguised forward
observer with a carefully aimed shot from his M1
ri e.

Modern-day view from the I&R platoon’s position looking east towards Lanzerath.
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THE THIRD ATTACK

Billy Queen, one of the men from Springer’s forward
observer section, was in a dugout with McConnell
during the third attack. He was hit in the chest by
German submachine gun re and killed — the only
member of the American defense to be killed during
the battle.

The Germans launched a third attack late in the
afternoon, some time between 1400 and 1500.
Incredibly it was another frontal assault, but this time
it was supported by mortars and heavy machine gun
re.
Milosevich continued to re the .30 caliber M1919
medium machine gun from his dugout. He kept a
steady rate of re towards the platoon’s front, forcing
the Germans to crawl as they approached. One
German paratrooper was able to crawl within a few
meters of Milosevich’s dugout, and began readying a
stick grenade. Milosevich was startled and swung the
machine gun towards the German at the last
moment, cutting the German down.

The third attack last only a few minutes, and then
the Germans fell back once again.

Billy Queen
Some accounts of Billy Queen’s death claim he
was eeing from the battle. According to Stephen
Rusiecki, “Queen had panicked. When Queen
emerged from his hole to run to the rear, he lost
his life.” Rusiecki states this account was given to
him by Bouck in a phone interview in 1993.
Bouck was relaying an account given to him by
Private Clifford Fansher, who claims to have been
in the dugout with Queen. However, McConnell,
who also claims to have been in the dugout with
Queen, provides a different account. According
to McConnell (in an interview with Alex
Kershaw), “I told Queen to stay down. But he
couldn’t do that. He had to get up and see what
he was shooting at. Then a shot got him in the
chest. They say he was shot in the back. That’s a
lot of baloney. I saw him die. He got shot in the
chest and dropped down.”

James again manned the .50 caliber M2 machine
gun until Bouck ordered him to get down and take
cover. Then Slape took over once more, moving
under re from his dugout to the jeep-mounted M2.
Like Milosevich, he used the machine gun to sweep
the ridge in front of the platoon. Suddenly the M2
was hit by weapons re and disabled. Slape was
knocked down by the force of the impact, but
unhurt.
Milosevich’s high rate of re caused the .30 caliber
machine gun to jam. From his position in the jeep,
Slape noticed Milosevich struggling with the gun.
Slape sprinted under re to Milosevich’s position and
together the men worked to clear the weapon and
keep it in action. Milosevich fed the belt, while Slape
red, but eventually the voluminous rate of re
caused the machine gun to overheat and the barrel to
bend.

A German Perspective: Vinz Kuhlbach*
Following the third attack, Sergeant Vinz Kuhlbach, a veteran of Normandy and Monte Cassino, convinced
the of cers of the 9th Fallschirmjäger Regiment not to launch another attack straight up the hill towards the
Americans. Kuhlbach and fty other soldiers gathered in the backyard of Adolf Schur’s home, and as dusk
fell they moved into the wooded areas leading to the platoon’s right ank.
*Bouck would later meet Kuhlbach in 1969 in Lanzerath, when they commemorated the twenty- fth anniversary of the battle.
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The Battle
COMMUNICATIONS

“The communications were out,
ammunition was running low, the
wounded increasing, and
apprehension running high.”
— Lyle Bouck

Communications with other elements of the 394th
Infantry Regiment were a challenge for the I&R
platoon throughout the battle. The Germans’ initial
artillery barrage cut wire communications, forcing
the platoon to use their radios. Fort, the platoon’s
primary radio operator, initially tried to use the jeepmounted SCR-284 radio at the platoon’s command
post to communicate with regimental headquarters.
However, the Germans had jammed the primary
frequency. Instead Fort was forced to use Morse code
to send status updates.

Bouck used his SCR-300 portable radio during the
beginning of the third attack. While Bouck was
providing updates to regimental headquarters, the
transmitter was shot out of his hand and Bouck was
knocked to the ground. According to Bouck, the
transmitter was hit by sniper re.

Springer used his jeep-mounted SCR-610 radio to
request artillery support at the beginning of the
battle. He ran the phone extension from the jeep to
his dugout. During the rst attack, the jeep was hit
by either machine gun re or mortar fragments and
the radio was knocked out.

As the platoon was preparing to withdraw from
Lanzerath, Fort sent a nal update to regimental
headquarters at 1550.

At 1550 report from I and R outpost: “We are holding our
position. Enemy strength 75.They are moving from Lanzerath
to railroad.We still are receiving enemy arty re. Ammo OK.”

An SCR-284 radio set in operation.
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THE FINAL ATTACK

“All of a sudden, and no one knows
from what direction, our entire
platoon was in ltrated by Germans.
Some ring, screaming, and running.”
— Lyle Bouck

Bouck feared the platoon would be unable to defend
its position against further attack, especially if the
Germans assaulted the platoon’s anks. The
lieutenant met with Slape, Dustman, and Redmond
to discuss the situation and give orders. The machine
guns were out of action: the M2 had been damaged
by weapons re and the M1919’s barrel bent from
overheating. Ammunition was running low. No
reinforcements were coming. Bouck decided to pull
his men back just before dusk, when they would have
enough light to escape through the woods.

Jenkins and Preston
Jenkins and Preston walked at night towards
Buchholtz. At sunrise they found themselves
surrounded by German forces. They evaded the
Germans during the day and into the night. At
around 0400 on 18 December, they found a barn
where they covered themselves with hay and fell
asleep. Not long after, the two were awoken by
German soldiers who were searching the barn,
and the men were captured.

Bouck sent Jenkins and Preston through the platoon’s
rear towards Buchholtz Station (northwest). They
were to make contact with headquarters, seek
assistance, or ask for other orders. Bouck ordered the
rest of his men to remove the distributor caps from
their jeeps in order to deny the Germans their
equipment.

Bouck and James, who were sharing a dugout, each
emptied their clips of ammo, ring on Germans as
they approached. Small-arms re ripped into their
emplacement, signaling to the men that the Germans
had located them. Bouck saw the end of a MP40
pointed into their dugout just before it red ve or
six rounds. James had been struck along the right
side of his face. Everything from the right side of his
nose to his right ear was missing, his right eyeball
hanging from the socket.

Bouck passed the word that the platoon would
withdraw on a signal of three short whistle blasts.
Everyone was to leave their foxhole and move back
to the west. They would rendezvous at a rally point
to the rear of the platoon. Slape made certain
everyone understood the plan.
Just as Bouck was about to blow his whistle to
indicate withdrawal, the Germans launched their
nal assault. This time the attack focused on the
Americans’ anks, and included fty men from the
27th Fusilier Regiment of the 12th Volksgrenadier
Division.

Bouck was asked who was in charge, and he replied
that he was. He was pulled from his dugout and was
being questioned by a German of cer when a burst
of re hit the of cer and then Bouck. They both fell
to the ground beside James. The of cer was dead,
and Bouck had been hit in his calf.

German soldiers penetrated the platoon’s lines and
began overrunning the dugouts. Several attackers
were killed by grenades rigged to wires and triggered
by the Americans, but each of the platoon’s positions
were overrun in turn.

Finally the shooting ended, and the Americans were
pulled one-by-one from their dugouts and searched.
Then they were taken to the Café Scholzen where
they were held prisoner.
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THE AFTERMATH
During their dawn to dusk ght, 15 men of the I&R
platoon plus the 4 men of the forward observation
section repeatedly engaged elements of the 1st
Battalion, 9th Fallschirmjäger Regiment, 3rd
Fallschirmjäger Division of about 500 men as well as
approximately 50 men of the 27th Fusilier Regiment,
12th Volksgrenadier Division. The Germans
reported 16 killed, 63 wounded, and 13 missing in
action. Only one American, forward artillery
observer Billy Queen, was killed; in Bouck's platoon,
14 out of 18 men were wounded. The small
American force had seriously disrupted the scheduled
advance of the entire 6th Panzer Army's drive for
Antwerp along the critical northern edge of the
offensive. They had protected the southern ank of
the 394th Infantry Regiment against a powerful
attack, which might well have meant a collapse of
the American position if it had been delivered in the
early morning.

“I was told then to drive to
Lanzerath, where I should meet
elements of a parachute regiment
of the 3. Fallschirmjäger Division.
This regiment had attempted to
attack through the woods west of
Lanzerath towards Honsfeld and
had been repelled three times.”
— Joachim Peiper
The tiny I&R platoon had been the anchor of the
394th Infantry Regiment's and 99th Division's frontline defense on 16 December. Without their heroic
stand, the battalion of German paratroopers they
defeated would have attacked into the ank of the
1st Battalion, 394th Infantry Regiment, which was
defending the vital junction at Losheimergraben.

Just after midnight, Joachim Peiper, commander of
the 1st SS Panzer Regiment, 1st SS Panzer Division
— the spearhead of the 6th Panzer Army's drive for
Antwerp — arrived in Lanzerath. He had been
delayed by horrendous road traf c, blown bridges,
and the tenacious defensive operations by the units
of the 394th Infantry Regiment, including the I&R
platoon. Irate at the lack of progress, Peiper ordered
his force forward at about 0400, some 18 hours
behind schedule. The delay altered the crucial
timetable for Peiper and other Panzer units. This
situation allowed the U.S. Army valuable time to
counter the German main thrust in the north.
Although Peiper's unit progressed the furthest of any
6th Panzer element, the Americans defeated the
remainder of the German divisions in what became
the critical northern shoulder of the bulge.

Bouck attributed the unit's success to the fact that all
of his men were expert marksmen. The excellent
defensive terrain and the I&R platoon's prepared
and well-concealed defensive positions contributed
signi cantly to the massively disproportionate
casualties they in icted on the Germans. The
inadequately trained and inexperienced German
troops also attacked across an open eld in waves
that made them easy targets for Bouck and his men.
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In Captivity
“We were in those foxholes and...
what we did was to defend ourselves
and try to live through it.”
— Lyle Bouck

Bouck initially considered the wounding of most of
his men and the capture of his entire unit a failure. It
wasn’t until later that he learned of the critical results
caused by his unit’s valiant defense.

Bouck and his men were nally imprisoned in Stalag
XIII-D in Nuremberg and later in Stalag XIII-C in
Hammelburg, where the non-commissioned and
enlisted men were split, with the of cers sent to O ag
XIII-B. McConnell, also wounded, ended up like
James in Stalag XI-B near Bad Fallingbostel, the
most primitive POW camp in Germany. Jenkins and
Preston later joined Bouck and the rest of the
platoon in the POW camps. The men barely
survived, most suffering from the advanced effects of
malnutrition. When Task Force Baum from Patton's
4th Armored Division raided the camp, Bouck
pretended to be a eld grade of cer and
accompanied the task force as it attempted to return
to the front lines. However, almost the entire task
force was captured or killed, and Bouck was
wounded and returned to prison. He was transferred
to Nürnberg and then Moosberg. The captured
Americans were eventually released in the nal weeks
of the war in Europe.

The fate of the captured Americans depended on the
extent of their injuries. James and Kalil were loaded
onto trucks and eventually put aboard trains. The
rest of the prisoners were able to walk, and were sent
east into Germany. After two days of walking
through the cold, Bouck and the remainder of his
platoon were loaded into a boxcar in the village of
Junkerath. Bouck was jammed into a single railroad
cattle car with 81 other POWs and traveled for seven
days without food or water. The train cars were
normally considered large enough to hold 40 men,
which meant the POWs were forced to stand, with
only enough room for ve or six men to lay down at
a time. By Christmas Day, seven men in Bouck's car
had died and the rest were close to death. Their
unmarked trains were prime targets for Allied
aircraft, who attacked the train on December 21,
killing and wounding several POWs.

Stalag XI-B near Bad Fallingbostel.
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Postwar Recognition
In 1965, the U.S. Army published a multi-volume
history of World War II, The Ardennes: The Battle
of the Bulge. Author Hugh M. Cole mentioned the
I&R platoon, which prompted William James to
contact Lyle Bouck and encourage Bouck to seek
recognition for the platoon. Bouck contacted his
former division commander, Maj. Gen. Walter E.
Lauer. Bouck was awarded a Silver Star in 1966, but
no other man in the platoon was recognized for their
actions.

In 2004, the book The Longest Winter was published
documenting the defensive actions of the platoon.
Bouck cooperated with the author, Alex Kershaw,
but imposed one condition, “I told him that other
authors never wrote about the other men in the
platoon, just me. I said I wouldn't talk to him unless
he promised that he'd also write about the other
men.”
In April 2005 the local association of Reserve Forces
of the Belgium Army erected a US Memorial on
Lanzerath Hill to commemorate the battle. The
memorial was inaugurated with Bill Meyer (veteran
and chairman of the Checkerboard Association of
the 99th Infantry Division) and Lieutenant Colonel
Erik De Muynck from the Elsenborn Military Camp.
In 2015 a second plaque was added to the memorial,
recognizing the 82nd Airborne Division (on January
31, 1945, Lanzerath was liberated by the division’s
508th Parachute Infantry Regiment). Symbolically,
the memorial recognizes the beginning and ending
of the Battle of the Bulge. The memorial draws
visitors from around the world, and has been visited
by the US Ambassador to Belgium. Every year on 16
December, owers are placed on the monument. In
December 2019, the 75th anniversary of the Battle
of the Bulge, a ceremony was held in Lanzerath at
the church and the memorial. It was attended by
Diane Bouck (Lyle Bouck’s daughter) and Randy
Fort (James Fort’s son).

Shortly afterwards Bouck was interviewed by John S.
D. Eisenhower for his book The Bitter Woods, in which
the actions of the unit were told in detail.
Eisenhower became the Ambassador to Belgium and
hosted Bouck and other members of the platoon
when they visited Lanzerath in December 1969.
Bouck credited Eisenhower’s work in the The Bitter
Woods for bringing the platoon’s story to prominence.
On October 26, 1981, after considerable lobbying,
members of the unit were nally decorated. Fourteen
of the 18 members were present at a special World
War II Valor Awards ceremony at Ft. Myer, Virginia.
Secretary of the Army John O. Marsh hosted the
ceremony. Every member of the platoon was
awarded the Presidential Unit Citation. Four
members were awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross, ve were awarded Silver Stars, and ten were
awarded Bronze Star with V devices.

Members of the platoon are recognized for their actions, 1981.
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Memorial to the 394th Regimental I&R Platoon of
the 99th Infantry Division at Lanzerath, Belgium.

Appendix 1: The Defenders
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Appendix 1:The Defenders
Killed During the Defense of Lanzerath on December 16
Technician Fifth Grade Billy S. Queen

Captured in Lanzerath on December 16
Private Robert D. Adams
Private Robert J. Baasch
First Lieutenant Lyle J. Bouck, Jr.
Private John B. Creger
Sergeant William R. Dustman
Private Clifford R. Fansher
Technician Third Grade James Fort
Sergeant Peter A. Gacki
Private First Class William James (Tsakanikas)
Private Louis J. Kalil
Private Joseph A. McConnell
Private First Class Risto Milosevich
Sergeant George H. Redmond
Technical Sergeant William L. Slape
First Lieutenant Warren P. Springer
Technician Fourth Grade Willard J. Wibben

Captured on the road to Losheimergraben on 16 December
Corporal Aubrey P. McGehee, Jr.
Private First Class Jordan H. Robinson
Private James R. Silvola

Captured on 18 December, likely near Buchholz
Corporal Samuel L. Jenkins
Private First Class Robert H. Preston
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Appendix 2: Honors
394th Infantry Regiment, Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon
Presidential Unit Citation (Army)
General Orders 26, Headquarters Department of the Army, 29 October 1981
THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY). Award of the Presidential Unit Citation (Army) by the
President of the United States of America to the following unit of the Armed Forces of the United States is
con rmed in accordance with paragraph 9-2, AR 672—5-1. The text of the citation, signed by President Jimmy
Carter on 15 Jannary 1981, reads as follows:
By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United States and as Commander in Chief of the
Armed Forees of the United States, I have today awarded
THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY)
FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM TO
THE INTELLIGENCE AND RECONNAISSANCE PLATOON,
394TH INFANTRY REGIMENT, 99TH INFANTRY DIVISION
The Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, 394th Infantry Regiment, 99th Infantry Division,
distinguished itself by extraordinary heroism in action against enemy forces on 16 December
1944 near Lanzerath, Belgium. The German Ardennes Offensive which began the Battle of the
Bulge was directed initially against a small sector defended by the Intelligence and
Reconnaissance Platoon. Following a two-hour artillery barrage, enemy forces of at least
battalion strength launched three separate frontal attacks against the small Intelligence and
Reconnaissance Platoon of 18 men. Each attack was successfully repelled by the platoon. The
platoon position was becoming untenable as casualties mounted and ammunition was nearly
exhausted. Plans were made to break contact with the enemy and withdraw under cover of
darkness. Before this could be accomplished, a fourth enemy attack nally overran the position
and the platoon was captured at bayonet point. Although greatly outnumbered, through
numerous feats of valor and an aggressive and deceptive defense of their position, the platoon
in icted heavy casualties on the enemy forces and successfully delayed for nearly 24 hours a
major spearhead of the attacking German forces. Their valorous actions provided crucial time
for other American forces to prepare to defend against the massive German offensive, The
extraordinary gallantry, determination and esprit de corps of the Intelligence and
Reconnaissance Platoon in close combat against a numerically superior enemy force are in
keeping with the highest traditions. of the United States Army and re ect great credit upon the
Unit and the Armed Forces of the United States.
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Appendix 2: Honors
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 25 July 1963, the Distinguished Service Cross for extraordinary heroism in action against an enemy is awarded
posthumously to:
Corporal (then Private First Class) William James (Tsakanikas), United States Army, distinguished himself by
extraordinary heroism against armed enemy forces at Lanzerath, Belgium, on 16 December 1944, while serving
with the Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 394th Infantry Regiment, 99th
Infantry Division. Following a relentless early morning artillery barrage, Corporal James courageously volunteered
to probe the enemy area to gather intelligence information. Returning later to the platoon position, he reported
small arms re nearby. Knowing an enemy attack was imminent, he moved with daring boldness to the most
forward foxhole position: Soon, two columns of German paratroopers were sighted marching on the road through
Lanzerath about 200 yards from his position. Corporal James fearlessly engaged the enemy with devastating small
arms re in icting many casualties. Throughout the day, he red his weapon point-blank at the enemy and helped
repel three separate frontal attacks despite being outnumbered fteen to one. On the second attack, Corporal
James left his foxhole and boldly manned an exposed .50 caliber machine gun where he increased the hail of re
on the advancing enemy. As the third frontal attack began, he ran in the face of withering re to a forward foxhole
where he placed effective point-blank “grease gun” re on the enemy. During the fourth and nal attack, Corporal
James emptied his last rounds of ammunition at the enemy soldiers attacking from the rear. As he prepared to
escape from the encirclement, a burst of automatic weapons re ripped through the right side of his face with the
impact slamming him to the bottom of the foxhole where he was captured at gun point. Although seriously
wounded, he continued to struggle until he nally passed out from loss of blood. Corporal James’ courage and
refusal to surrender despite insurmountable odds were responsible for in icting heavy casualties on the enemy and
delaying their advance for nearly 18 hours. Corporal James’ heroic actions re ect great credit on him and the
United States Army. (This award is authorized under the provisions of Public Law 96-145, dated 14 December
1979.)
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 25 July 1963, the Distinguished Service Cross for extraordinary heroism in action against an enemy is awarded
to:
Captain (then First Lieutenant) Lyle J. Bouck, Jr., Infantry, United States Army, distinguished himself by
extraordinary heroism against armed enemy forces at Lanzerath, Belgium, on 16 December 1944, while serving as
Platoon Leader, Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 394th Infantry Regiment,
99th Infantry Division. During the morning hours, Captain Bouck and his platoon were manning observation
posts and in a defensive position on the right ank of the 99th Infantry Division when the position came under
heavy attack by enemy forces. Knowing the importance of defending this position and delaying the enemy’s
advance, Captain Bouck rallied his men to repel the enemy at all costs. Repeatedly exposing himself to enemy re,
he moved from position to position encouraging his men to continue to ght. His efforts were directly responsible
for his platoon in icting heavy casualties on the enemy, repelling them during three separate attacks, and delaying
their advance for 18 hours, Finally, out of ammunition and hopelessly outnumbered and surrounded by the
enemy, he was overwhelmed by the enemy forces and captured at gun point. Captain Bouck’s extraordinarily
heroic actions against insurmountable odds contributed materially to the Allied success at the Battle of the Bulge,
and re ect great credit on him, his unit, and the United States Army. (This award is authorized under the
provisions of Public Law 96-145, dated 14 December 1979.)
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 25 July 1963, the Distinguished Service Cross for extraordinary heroism in action against an enemy is awarded
to:
Sergeant Major (then Technical Sergeant) William L. Slape, United States Army, distinguished himself by
extraordinary heroism against armed enemy forces at Lanzerath, Belgium, on 16 December 1944, while serving as
Platoon Sergeant, Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 394th Infantry Regiment,
99th Infantry Division. Following a relentless early morning artillery barrage, Sergeant Major Slape volumteered
to occupy an observation post in the village of Lanzerath vacated moments earlier by a friendly tank destroyer
unit. Trapped on the second oor of the house by the advancing enemy forces, he red at the enemy on the rst
oor of the house and escaped out the back door. Upon entering a wooded area, another enemy squad opened
re on him, continually ring his weapon and advancing on the enemy position, he managed to kill the entire
squad. As he then ran west across a road, enemy machine gun re opened up on him, but he managed to return to
the platoon position. Later, while occupying a foxhole, he red his ri e at point-blank range at the enemy soldiers
and helped repel three separate German frontal attacks. Twice he left his foxhole, exposing himself to enemy re,
to man a .50 caliber machine gun mounted on a jeep. On this second occasion, enemy automatic weapons re
struck the machine gun knocking him to the ground with the force of the impact. He then eluded the enemy
gun re and returned to the foxhole. There, he continued to re a .30 caliber light machine gun and his ri e at the
enemy. Finally, out of ammunition and hopelessly outnumbered and surrounded by the enemy, he was
overwhelmed and captured by the enemy forces at gun point. Sergeant Major Slape’s extraordinary heroism and
inspiring leadership against insurmountable odds were responsible for the platoon in icting heavy casualties on
the attacking enemy forces thereby delaying their advance for 18 hours. Sergeant Major Slape’s heroic actions
re ect great credit on him, his unit, and the United States Army. (This award is authorized under the provisions of
Public Law 96-145, dated 14 December 1979.)
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 25 July 1963, the Distinguished Service Cross for extraordinary heroism in action against an enemy is awarded
to:
Sergeant (then Private First Class) Risto Milosevich, United States Army, distinguished himself by extraordinary
heroism against armed enemy forces at Lanzerath, Belgium, on 16 December 1944, while serving with the
Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 394th Infantry Regiment, 99th Infantry
Division. Following a relentless early morning artillery barrage, Sergeant Milosevich sighted two columns of
German paratroopers marching on the road through Lanzerath about 200 yards from the platoon’s position.
When the German unit launched an attack, Sergeant Milosevich boldly and single-handedly manned a .30 caliber
light machine gun. Simultaneously feeding the belt and operating the machine gun, he placed voluminous
automatic weapons re on the Germans who were concentrating their assault to the front and right of his assigned
defensive sector. During this assault, he spotted and cut down an enemy soldier attempting to throw a grenade
inside the defensive perimeter. When his machine gun jammed, he continued to suppress the attack with
remarkably rapid and accurate re from his individual weapon. Joined by his platoon sergeant as another attack
began, Sergeant Milosevich fed the belt to a machine gun until it burned out. He then began removing
ammunition from the useless machine gun belts for use in his ri e so that he could continue to repel the enemy
soldiers who outnumbered the platoon fteen to one. Sergeant Milosevich’s dauntless efforts and sustained
weapons re throughout the day contributed immensely to the platoon’s ability to stop three separate frontal
attacks. Finally, hopelessly outnumbered and out of ammunition, he was overwhelmed and forcefully captured in
his foxhole by the enemy. Sergeant Milosevich’s extraordinary heroism and refusal to surrender despite
insurmountable odds were responsible for in icting heavy casualties on the attacking enemy forees and delaying
their advance for nearly 18 hours. Sergeant Milosevich’s actions re ect great credit on him and the United States
Army. (This award is authorized under the provisions of Public Law 96-145, dated 14 December 1979.)
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SILVER STAR. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress approved 9 July 1918, a Silver
Star for gallantry in action is awarded to:
Private First Class (then Private) John B. Creger, United States Army, for heroism on 16 December 1944, while a
member of the Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 394th Infantry Regiment, 99th
Infantry Division.
Private First Class (then Private) Louis J. Kalil, United States Army, for heroism on 16 December 1944, while a
member of the Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 394th Infantry Regiment, 99th
Infantry Division.
Corporal Aubrey P. McGehee, Jr., United States Army, for heroism on 16 December 1944, while a member of the
Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 394th Infantry Regiment, 99th Infantry
Division.
Corporal (then Private First Class) Jordan H. Robinson, United States Army, for heroism on 16 December 1944,
while a member of the Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 394th Infantry
Regiment, 99th Infantry Division.
Private First Class (then Private) James R. Silvola, United States Army, for heroism on 16 December 1944, while a
member of the Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 394th Infantry Regiment, 99th
Infantry Division.

BRONZE STAR MEDAL. By direction of the President, under the provisions of Executive Order 11046, 24 August
1962, a Bronze Star Medal with “V” Device for heroism in connection with military operations against hostile forces is
awarded posthumously to:
Private Robert D. Adams, United States Army, for heroism from 10 to 16 December 1944, while a member of the
Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 394th Infantry Regiment, 99th Infantry
Division.
Private Robert J. Baasch, United States Army, for heroism from 10 to 16 December 1944, while a member of the
Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 394th Infantry Regiment, 99th Infantry
Division.
Staff Sergeant (then Sergeant) William R. Dustman, United States Army, for heroism from 10 to 16 December
1944, while a member of the Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 394th Infantry
Regiment, 99th Infantry Division.
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BRONZE STAR MEDAL. By direction of the President, under the provisions of Executive Order 11046, 24 August
1962, a Bronze Star Medal with “V” Device for heroism in connection with military operations against hostile forces is
awarded to:
Private First Class (then Private) Clifford R. Fansher, United States Army, for heroism from 10 to 16 December
1944, while a member of the Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 394th Infantry
Regiment, 99th Infantry Division.
Sergeant First Class (then Technician Third Grade) James Fort, United States Army, for heroism from 10 to 16
December 1944, while a member of the Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 394th
Infantry Regiment, 99th Infantry Division.
Sergeant (then Corporal) Samuel L. Jenkins, United States Army, for heroism from 10 to 16 December 1944,
while a member of the Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 394th Infantry
Regiment, 99th Infantry Division.
Private Joseph A. McConnell, United States Army, for heroism from 10 to 16 December 1944, while a member of
the Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 394th Infantry Regiment, 99th Infantry
Division.
Corporal (then Private First Class) Robert H. Preston, United States Army, for heroism from 10 to 16 December
1944, while a member of the Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 394th Infantry
Regiment, 99th Infantry Division.
Staff Sergeant (then Sergeant) George H. Redmond, United States Army, for heroism from 10 to 16 December
1944, while a member of the Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 394th Infantry
Regiment, 99th Infantry Division.
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371st Field Artillery Battalion
SILVER STAR. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress approved 9 July 1918, a Silver
Star for gallantry in action is awarded to:
First Lieutenant Warren P. Springer, 01173092, 371st Field Artillery Battalion, United States Army, for gallantry
in action against the enemy on 16 December 1944, in Germany. Lieutenant Springer was a forward observer.
During a German counter-attack, he and his party were cut off from their infantry unit. They continued to call for
artillery re on wave after wave of attacking enemy, until their radio was knocked out. Realizing the desperate
situation, Lieutenant Springer manned a machine gun and red it at the attacking enemy until one of his men
became a casualty and his ammunition was expended. Lieutenant Springer was taken prisoner. The gallant action
of Lieutenant Springer re ect high credit upon himself and the nest traditions of the armed forces of the United
States. Entered military service from Massachusetts.
Sergeant Peter A. Gacki, 35349748, 371st Field Artillery Battalion, United States Army, for gallantry in action
against the enemy on 16 December 1944, in Germany. Sergeant Gacki was a member of a forward observer
party. During a German counter-attack, he and his party were cut off from their infantry unit. They continued to
call for artillery re on wave after wave of attacking enemy, until their radio was knocked out. Realizing the
desperate situation, Sergeant Gacki remained with the party until one of the party was killed and the ammunition
all expended. Sergeant Gacki was taken prisoner. The gallant and courageous action of Sergeant Gacki re ect
high credit upon himself and the nest traditions of the armed forces of the United States. Entered military
service from South Bend, Indiana. Inducted in Ohio.
Technician Fourth Grade Willard J. Wibben, 35719032, 371st Field Artillery Battalion, United States Army, for
gallantry in action against the enemy on 16 December 1944, in Germany. Sergeant Wibben was a member of a
forward observer party. During a German counter-attack, he and his party were cut off from their infantry unit.
They continued to call for artillery re on wave after wave of attacking enemy, until their radio was knocked out.
Realizing the desperate situation, Sergeant Wibben manned a machine gun and red it at the attacking enemy
until one of the men became a casualty and the ammunition was expended. Sergeant Wibben was taken prisoner.
The gallant actions of Sergeant Wibben re ect high credit upon himself and the nest traditions of the armed
forces of the United States. Entered military service from Indiana.
Technician Fifth Grade Billy S. Queen (POSTHUMOUS AWARD), 356-42420, 371st Field Artillery Battalion,
United States Army, for gallantry in action against the enemy on 16 December 1944, in Germany. Technician
Fifth Grade Queen was a member of a forward observer party when cut off from their infantry unit by a heavy
enemy counter-attack. They continued to call for artillery re on wave after wave of attacking enemy, until their
radio was knocked out. The situation became more desperate, Technician Fifth Grade Queen manned a nearby
machine gun position and red at the attacking enemy until killed by the enemy re. The courage and gallant
actions displayed by Technician Fifth Grade Queen re ects high credit upon himself and the nest traditions of
the armed forces of the United States. Entered military service from West Virginia. Residence: General Delivery,
Crum, West Virginia.
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Appendix 3: Table of Organization and Equipment
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Infantry Regiment
TO&E 7-12, War Department, 26 February 1944
Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon
Headquarters (7 personnel)
First Lieutenant, M1 carbine
Technical Sergeant (Intelligence), M1 carbine
Topographic Draftsman, M1 Garand
Light Truck Driver, M1 Garand and M7 grenade launcher
Radio Operator, M1 Garand
Scout (Observer, Intelligence) x2, M1 Garand
Truck 1/4 ton 4x4 (Willys MB Jeep)
Browning .50 caliber machine gun
2x Reconnaissance Squad (9 personnel each)
Squad Leader (Sergeant), M1 Garand
Assistance Squad Leader (Corporal), M1 Garand
Light Truck Driver x3, M1 Garand and M7 grenade launcher
Radio Operator, M1 Garand
Scout (Observer, Intelligence) x3, M1 Garand
Truck 1/4 ton 4x4 x3 (Willys MB Jeep)

Field Artillery Battery, Motorized, 105mm Howitzer, Truck Drawn
TO&E 6-27, War Department, 27 September 1944
Forward Observer Section
First Lieutenant, M1911A1 .45 cal pistol
Sergeant (Reconnaissance), M1 carbine
Radio Operator and Driver, M1 carbine
Truck 1/4 ton 4x4 (Willys MB Jeep)
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